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Activity summary

 First iteration of the traceability chains on GAIA CLIM 

website

 Second version of the guidance document circulated

• Practical guidance on the product traceability uncertainty 

document

• Contribution element table template 

• Product traceability uncertainty summary

• Impact of traceability confidence assessment

 GRUAN RS92 example in preparation 

 Go/No Go criteria for VO inclusion
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Types of uncertainty 

chain

 Physical Model – This model considers the real-

world physics situation or instrument processing 

chain to L0 instrument raw data 

 Processing Model – This model considers how the 

raw L0 data collected is processed to provide the end 

product, through calibration to the final geophysical 

parameter

 Metrological Model – This model considers the 

calibration, or linkage, of a measurement or 

processed data to a reference



NPL Management Ltd - Commercial

Traceability chain

 The Product Traceability Uncertainty (PTU) chain is a single 

chain, pulling together all the elements and information from the 

3-model method

 A single PTU chain is to be presented in the product uncertainty 

document

 Representation of the chain 
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FTIR example
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MWR example
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GAIA CLIM traceability 

chains – identify product 
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Product traceability 

uncertainty chain 

assessment  

 Reference to previous work/documentation should be made 

where relevant, but this should not detract from the 

independence of the GAIA CLIM measurement document. The 

PTU document needs to be stand alone, so understood if read 

in isolation from the referenced material. 

 Identify any site-to-site or user-to-user variation in procedure 

and observing practice from nominally identical instruments. 

Therefore, make an assessment of comparability through 

usage.

 Each element should have a summary table of knowledge and 

traceability including an estimate of contribution magnitude. 
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Element contribution 

table example
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PTU chain summary table
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Impact of traceability 

confidence calculation 

 Traceability level: A description of the traceability associated 

with this element
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Impact of traceability 

confidence calculation 
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GAIA CLIM Product VO 

Go/No-Go checklist 
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Timescales 

 D2.5 report due Feb 2017

 T2.1.x first drafts of PTU for mid-March 2017

 Potential visits to T2.1.x partners March/April 2017

 T2.1.x final drafts of PTU & Completed Go/NoGo

assessment for end May 2017

 Feed to WP5 VO June 2017

 D2.6 for December 2017.


